
Ottawa Contra Dance

Annual General Meeting 2022:  
Minutes 

Date:

Time:

Saturday, Nov 5, 2022 

6:09-7:05 pm

Location: Upstairs at Churchill Senior’s Centre

1. Welcome & Introductions
 13 attended the meeting.

2. Approval of Agenda
 Copies distributed and it was approved.

3. Approval of AGM 2021 Minutes
 No updates required.
 Approval: 1st Lynne Curle, 2nd Neville Miller, All approved. 

4. Financial Report (Julie)
 Report handed out at meeting and distributed with these minutes. 
 As of June 30th, 2022 we had $9,262 in assets, including $535 in sound equipment. 
 With the dissolution of the Old Sod Music society corporation, $650 was transferred to

the concert group. This was based on revenue and expense analysis to determine a 
fair amount. 

 Over three dances in Sept and Oct 2022 we have lost $750. Our bank balance at the 
end of October 2022 was $6,812.

 The sliding scale payment method for dances ($15/$20/$25) has been successful. 
More that 50% of attendees pay more than $15.

5. Approval to waive annual Audit
 Since we are no long a corporation we no longer officially need this item on the 

agenda. 
 Jane moved that that we’d have a question at future AGMs to see if anyone thought 

an audit was needed. Neville seconded. All approved.
6. 2021-22 Board Reports:

 Report from the President (Julie)
o See attachment with these minutes. 

 Folk at the Oak (Neville)
o 3 successful concerts were held last season. 
o Rosemont hall has increased it’s rent a lot so a new location is being sought for 

concerts. Abbotsford House will be used for the next one. 
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o Monthly “Folk and the Oak” social sessions have continued. 
 Website (Stephen)

o No major changes since the update we did last year. Website continues to run 
well with HostPapa provider. 

 Booking (Lynne)
o Relying on local bands for dances at present. 
o Have been able to meet our needs this way, with good musicians, and booking 2 

to 3 months in advance. 
o We’ll drop to one dance per month in the winter (Dec through Feb) to reduce 

further financial losses. 
 Callers Collective (Peter)

o No meeting of the collective has occurred in the last year. May do one in coming 
months. 

7. Thanks and farewell to outgoing Directors
 Julie Bishop and Neville Miller are stepping off the Contra Committee. 
 They years of service was greatly appreciated and they were nicely thanked. 

8. Nomination and Election of Directors

2021-2022 Directors
 President: Julie Bishop; Programming, Hey Fever
 Treasurer: Catherine Burns; Hey Fever
 Secretary: Stephen Gabe; Website, Hey Fever
 Lynne Curle; Programming, Hey Fever
 Neville Miller; Concerts, Folk at the Oak 
 Peter Simonyi; Callers Coordinator, Newsletter
 Jane Stallabrass; Chair, Outreach
 Val Robb; Member at Large

Nominations 2022-23 Contra Committee:

Names – Nominations
1. Catherine Burns (Final year)
2. Stephen Gabe
3. Lynne Curle
4. Jane Stallabrass
5. Peter Simonyi
6. Val Robb 
7. Lesli Zanetti
8. George Braun 

 8 names, above, are nominated 1st by Stephen Gabe, 2nd by Neville Miller. All 
approved. 
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 Having 8 or 9 on the committee is viewed to be a reasonable number. 
 Val was not present but it was confirmed, after the meeting, that she’ll continue on 

the committee. 
 George was not present but Lynne shared his good bio, He sounds to be a valued 

committee member. 
 Catherine was not present but had previously indicated she’d stay on the committee 

for one more year. 

9. Discussion of Covid Protocols
 Open discussion held of existing protocols relate to Covid.
 We know of one case of a dancer who likely caught covid at our Oct 15th dance. 
 We are not seeing our pre-covid common core of u~50 dancers attend all dances this 

year.
 Mask wearing remains an important requirement at dances. We plan to try to keep 

an eye on proper wearing of masks and remind dancers about this regularly. Other 
dance communities, in Ottawa and in other cities, are all still requiring wearing of 
masks. We are aligned on that front. 

10. Open Forum
 Questions/Comments/Feedback – none were raised. 

11. Adjournment
 Jane Stallabrass moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 PM, Neville Miller seconded. Al 

approved.
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